those of Thessalonica, in that they received the with 


of mind, and searched As Scriptures daily, het those things 


were 


hold fast that which is good.”—Acts, xvii. 11. 1 v. 21. 
Vor. I.} WILMINGTON, SEPTEMBER 14, 1824. [No. 13. 
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ESTABLISHED CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND. 


* My kingdom is not of this world.” 


The truth of this declaration of our Sa- 
yiour is in nothing, better illustrated, or 
more fully confirmed, than by the effect 
produced on Christianity, (or rather, on its 
professors) wherever an alliance or connec- 
tion has been formed, between it and the 
governments of the world. From the days 
of Constantine—when this pernicious con- 
nection began—to the present time, we have 
seen religion withering by every touch from 
human legislation. Every state in Europe 
furnishes examples of this sad truth: but 
none, perhaps, speaks a louder lesson than 
the past and present condition of the Eng- 
lish church. 

In a work published a few years ago in 
England, entitled “The Black Book, or 
Corruption Unmasked,” the depraved state 
of the body of the clergy in that country, 
is commented on in a stile and manner well 
calculated to excite attention. We give 
the following extracts:— 


“Surely if Christianity could force its 
Way in opposition to the secular magistrate, 
it can maintain the power it has attained 
without his assistance. In the pure pre- 
cepts of that religion, there is nothing to 
excite cither indignation or abhorrence: it 
neither tramples on men by its pride, dis- 
gusts by its insolence, nor impoverishes by 
its rapacity. It is meek, charitable, unob- 
trusive, and, above all, cheap. But we again 
say, that this is not the Church of England- 
ism, the innovation of tythes, of bishops, of 
clerical sinecurism, and non-residence.— 
These indeed require all the power of the 
magistrate, the emoluments of the church, 


and ps ee of her advocates to defend. 
Fol. N 


They require” that reason should be com- 
batted by force, and men punished for 
thinking, and daring to publish their 
thoughts. 

“From the principles of the Established 
Church, neither mercy, wisdom, nor liberai- 
ity, can be expected. Her doctrines are 
adverse to all the interests of humanity, and 
fraught with more evils than Pandora’s box, 
In Mr. Bentham’s ‘Church of England- 
ism,’ the pernicious tendency of this sys: 
tem is fully exposed. From such a system 
we can neither have liberty, piety, morality 
nor knowledge. With these she is entirely 
at variance: the human mind is subjected 
to intellectual servitude; hypocrisy, lying, 
imposture, popery, and fraud, are the natu- 
ral effects of the formularies she employs in 
her ceremonies, and the public schools; and 
it is their principles that form the basis of 
the education of our judges, statesmen, and 
legislators. It is impossible to feel much 
surprise at the conjunct villany of church 
and state, when we find that those who fill 
every department in both, imbibe such doc: 
trines as the foundation of their knowledge. 
With the Church Catechism alone, Mr. Ben- 
tham has shown that at least twenty differ- 
ent vices are directly inculcated. These vi- 
ces, says that author, ‘are injected by the 
hand of power, into the breasts of the great 
majority of the people, at the first dawn of 
the reasoning faculty.’ ” 


The author procecds to speak of the evi 
tendency of the “National Society,” the 
Bible Societies, and other societies, osten- 
sibly to promote religion, which are support- 
ed by government. Their publications, he 
justly observes, inculcate “a crooked and 
jesuitical system, in which they are taught 
that nothing is vicious, which tends to sup- 
port the Olfgarthy, and the * Holy Cherm,’ 
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The maxim that it is “An act of virtue | to sir Thomas Moore, says, pp. 287, 252, 
to deceive and lye, if by that means the in- || that “women may baptize, in case of need; 
terests of the Church can be promoted,” | yea and teach, and rule their husbands too, 
was introduced by the clergy, in the fifth | if they be beside themselves.”—* If history 
or sixth century. It has been ever since | be true (he continues,) women have preuch- 
acted on, if not openly professed, not only by | ed since the opening of the New Testa. 
every Church Establishment, but by the | ment.” 
clergy in every country. Even in the Uni- | Luther affirms, that “it was wickedly 
ted States, it has been practised by that or- | done of the Romish clergy, to assume to 
der of men. (See Z. Thomson’s letters—the themselves only, this authority to teach, and 
letters of “Paul,”—the “Thg true and faith- be priests and ministers, &c. for every good 
ful Inquiry,”—with the replies to the two | Christian, not only men, but women also, is 
last works, by “Amicus,” “ Vindex,” and | a preacher.” 
the “Review” in the Berean.) | “In the Old Testament,” says Grotius, 

| “were women who were prophetesses, as 
- | Mary, the sister of Moses; Deborah, the 
‘ | Wife of Isaiah; and Hulda. So also in the 
New Testament, as the daughters of Philip 
THE BOOK. ‘and others also. hese were wont, public. 


‘ly, to expound the holy prophets, as ap- 
Zo pe -_ — Stiles Ely, min- | pears from the fore-cited places of the Old 
Testament. Wherefore Paul, forbidding 
ON A FEMALE MINISTRY. | women to exercise the gift of teaching, is to 
(be understood with an exception, unless 
(Continued from page 178.) they have a special Master. from God;” 
It was not until the fifth century that wo- || (and what man dare presume to preach the 
men were, generally, denied all offices in | Gospel, without such a commission’) 
the church, and commanded to be silent. — | Pool, in his annotations on 1 Cor. 14, 34, 
This state of things continued during that | says that “this rule must be restrained to 
gloomy night of apostacy, brought upon | ordinary prophecyings: For certainly (con- 
Christendom by a priesthood constituted | tinues he) ifthe spirit of prophecy came 
wholly of men; and it is not until the twelfth || upon a woman in the church, she might 
century that we find any traces ofa female | speak. nna, who was a prophetess in the 
ministry. temple, gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke 
Bernardus Abbas Fontis Calidi, who lived | of him to all them that looked for redemp- 
about the year 1180, wrote his 8th chapter || tion in Israel. And I cannot tell how Phi- 
against the Waldenses, because they main- | lip’s daughters prophesied, if they did not 
tained that women might preach. Bibl. Patr, | speak in the presence of many.” 
tom. 4, p. 1220. | The same author on 1 Cor. ii. 5, says that 
Reinerius, 2 Roman Catholic writer, who | “ Though the women be forbidden to teach 
flourished about the year 1254, affirms that | (1 Tim. il. 12) and commanded to be in si- 
it was the opinion of the Waldenses, that | lence; yet that text must be understood of 
“Omnis Laicus, et etiam femina debeat | ordinary women, and in ordinary cases; and 
predicare:” Any layman or woman, might | not concerning such as prophesied from ap 
preach. Bibl. Patr. tom. 13, p. 300. extraordinary impulse, or motion of the spi- 
In the year 1428, a female minister named | rit.”” And I will add, that the same regtric- 
Joan White, “following [says Fox] her hus- | tion is applied by the apostle Peter, to men: 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


‘band’s footsteps, according to her power, |, “If any man minister, let him do it as of the 


teaching and sowing abroad the same doc- | ability which God giveth,” i.e. by and through 


trine, confitmed many in God’s truth; | the “motion of the Spirit.” 


wherefore she suffered much trouble and) From the foregoing extracts, with the evi- 
punishment at the hands of the bishop.”— || dence drawn from the Old and New Testa- 


Book of Martyrs, vol. 1, p. 869. | ments, the following ferfs are sufficiently 


The famous martyr T'yxdal, in his answer proyed:— 
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That there has in every age, a | 
female ministry in the Church, except du- 
ring the two apostacies, viz. that brought 
about by the scribes and pharisces, during 
the latter part of the Jewish dispensation, 
wherein these wicked and corrupt men, the 
Levites, made “the law of God of none 
effect by their traditions;” and that intro- 
duced under the Christian dispensation, by 
the like means—even an ambitious, proud, 
corrupt, and licentious priesthood. 

2. That this ministry was “in the demon- 
stration of the @pirit, and with power’— 
turning many “ From darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God.” 

3. That the liberal and enlightened | 
amongst the Jews, with our Saviour and 
his apostles; and many good and great men 
since their time, have authorised, sanction- 
ed, and commended this ministry. 

But the use of a female ministry rests on 
a higher authority—has a broader and a 
deeper foundation, than historical evidence, 
or any external testimony whatever—it | 
grows out of the very nature and purpose | 
of the Gospel, and the relations which exist | 
between man and man, and between Christ 
and his Church. ‘To the great Head of the, 
Church it belongeth, and to Himalone, to | 
select and to qualify His instruments, and to | 
send them forth in the performance of His 
work and service. The sou! of the woman, 
and the soul of the man, are the same; “One 
in Christ,” and “ Heirs together of the Gift 
of God”—both are, therefore, equally sus- 
eeptible of the qualifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit. How absurd, then, how assu- 
ming, and how wicked, for man to attempt 
to limit the Holy One in the choice of His 
instruments, for the extension of His mer- 
cies, and the great purpose of salvation! 

Yet notwithstanding the overwhelming 
force of evidence, both external and inter- 
nal, in favor of a female ministry, its exclu- 
sion, (with that of lay-preaching in general) | 
—this prominent mark of the beast, and | 
relic of a dark apostacy—almost univ ersally | 
prevails, to the present time; and there is 
now, no weed ofranker growth than priest- | 
craft—none that has extended its roots’ 
deeper into the Christian soil, or that casts | 
a more dark and gloomy shade over the | 
Church! | 


It would seem to be conceded by most of | 


those who oppose a female ministry, that it 
is possible for a woman to be moved by the 
Holy Ghost, to preach the Gospel, and pro- 
per for her, under such an extraordinary 
visitation, to obey the impulse. We readily 
grant that such an influence is necessary to 
enable a female to preach; but we also deny 
that any man, however endowed with every 
other qualification, can or ought to preach, 
unless under the same influence. Thus we 
place the ministry of both sexes on the same 
basis, and we throw upon our opponents 
the onus probandi, that a man may or can 
exercise this function, any more than a wo- 
man, without the special call and influence 
of the Holy Ghost. 

It is in vain to contend, that a collegiate 
and theological education, with the empty 
form of ordination, can bestow a qualifica- 
tion to preach the Gospel. For all this, there 
is no authority in the Scriptures; but on the 
contrary, both precepts and examples in 
abundance, in these writings, and in histo- 
ry, to prove the contrary: and in general, 
the chosen instruments of God, to accom- 
plish his work, have been precisely such as 
the wisdom of man would have rejected.— 
“TI thank thee, Lord of heaven and earth, 
said our Saviour, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto dades.”” Parallel to this 
is the declaration of the apostle, when, by 
the powerful and illuminating operation of 
the Holy Spirit, he was brought to see the 
nothingness of every human attainment, he 
exclaimed, “ Where is the wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the disputer of this 


world? Hath not God made foolish the wis- 


dom of this world? For it is written, I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to 
nought the understanding of the prudent. 
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men.—For God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world, to confound the wise; 
and the weak things of the world to con- 
found the mighty.”’—But to quote the half 
of what is found in the Scriptures, in proof 
of our position, would extend this essay 
| greatly beyond the limits intended. 

When we recur to examples—to histori- 
cal facts—we find abundant proof of the to- 
tal inefficacy of human skill, talents, learn- 
ing, and theology, in the Gospel ministry. 
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On this subject the historian, Mosheim, says, | 


**We see from the conversion of a great 
part of mankind to the Gospel, by the min- 
istry of weak and illiterate men, the progress 
of Christianity is not to be attributed to hu- 
man means, bul to a divine power.” Vols 1, 
p. 114. 

Permit me to give an illustration of this 
important truth, by inviting your attention 
to the contrast between the fruits of wo- 
men’s preaching, and those of your modern 
missionaries 

Ingundis, queen of the Goths, succeeded, 
as shown in my last essay, in converting her. 
heathen subjects to the Christian faith. Now 


. can any of your learned ministers, clothed 


with all the armour furnished by Cambridge 
or Andover, boast of the like success? Far 
from it. The mission at Rangoon, in the 
Birman empire, where jive missionaries 
have been stationed, has brought over, in 
twelve years, thirteen natives only, to the 
form of water baptism! 

Again: Theodolinda, queen of the Lom- 


bards, succeeded in converting that nation | 


to the Christian faith: (See “Berean,” p. 
177.) Nowcontrast this with the result of 
the large and expensive mission at Calcutta; 
of which Lawson reports as follows: “ We, 
together with our fellow labourers, are cast- 
ing in the seed, but we perceive no effects. 
We call to repentance, but none seems to 
obey the call. The natives collect in num- 
bers to hear the word of God proclaimed. 
They listen, sometimes attentively; some- 
times they nod assent to what we say, and 
some appear cordially toapprove. At other 
times they ridicile, or oppose with viru- 
Jence: but the service concludes, and the 


people disperse again, and all seems forgot- | 
ten. This state of things has now continued | 


for two or three years, and no fruits ap- 
pear.” 


I will spare you the pain of extending | 


further, a contrast so overwhelming to your 
whole theological system, and a letter- 
learned, man-made ministry; and so con- 
firmatory of the truth of the apostolic decla- 
vation already quoted, that “ God hath cho- 
sen the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise, and the weak things of the 
world to confound the mighty;” but permit 
me to call your attention for a moment to 
the many passages of Scripture, which cpn-- 


tain a direct or implied prohibition, and ex- 
clusion of an educated, hireling priesthood, 
from the exercise ofthe functions of the 
Christian ministry. The apostle Paul in 
writing to the Corinthians, did forbid their 
women to disturb the solemnity of religious 
worship, by speaking or asking questions 
in the congregation; as was the manner or 
custom of men in the Jewish synagogues;* 
and from this you have presumed, by a for- 
ced and unwarranted construction, to ex- 
clude all women from the ministry, thereby 
limiting the Holy One in ,the choice of in- 
struments to accomplish His blessed. pur- 
p%se towards the human family!!—But our 
Saviour with ai/ his apostles, have held forth 
a language, and pursued a line of practice, 
which, as it regards yourselves, (I mean edu- 
cated, hireling ministers,) cannot be mis- 
taken; and which argues great blindness 
not to perceive. When our Lord thanks 
His Father for hiding the things that belong 
to His kingdom and His ministry, “from the 
wise and prudent,” His language to you is, 
“{ suffer you not to preach in the church.” 
When he passes by the scribe and pharisce, 
the priest and the Levite, and says to the 
ignorant, but honest, and simple hearted 
fishermen of Gallilee, “Follow me; his 
plain language to you is, “Get ye behind 
me; ye are an offence unto me, for ye sa- 
vour not the things which be of God, but 
those that be of men.”—When he tells His 
chosen instruments and ministers to tarry at 
Jerusalem until they receive power from on 


* It was a common practice in the Jewish 


synagogues, for the hearers to interrogate 


the minister, on any point of doctrine, as 
seemed to require an explanation, On this 
subject the learned Benson says, “In the 


| synagogue, any man who had a mind might 
ask questions of his teachers, and demand 


a further explanation uf what had been said. 
And this custom was also transferred into 
the primitive Christian church, and that 
with the approbation of St. Paul. Only he 
would not permit the women to do so, as 
the judaizers of Corinth would have had 
them. No! If they wanted to have any far. 
ther instructions, they were to ask their own 
fathers or husbands at home, and not enter 
into such conferences publicly in the 
chutgh.”—Com. on Epist. yol. 1, p. 678. 
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digh,” His language to the lctter-learned 
theologians, is, “Ye steal my words every 
one from his neighbour—ye use your 
tongues and say, He saith—and cause my 
people to err by your lies and by your light- 
ness—yc have run, and I have not sent you, 
therefore ye shall not profit this people at 
all.””* 

I might extend this part of the inquiry to 
an indefinite length, exhibiting the incom- 
patibility of an educated, with a Gospel min- 
istry, and that of theological seminaries, with 
the school of Christ. It is a subject not easi- 
Ty exhausted—pregnant with both matter 
and consequence, of the highest interest to 
the Christian cause. 1, therefore, earnestly 
invite your attention to the subject; be- 
lieving that it must produce, laying preju- 
dice aside, a thorough change of views on 
your part—a heart-felt conviction, that the 
instruments which you are so busily form- 
ing, and sending into the harvest, are, in the 
very nature of things, wholly incompetent 
to perform the work, to the honour or profit 
of the cause of the great HvsBanpMan. 

I will conclude the subject of a female 
ministry, by adding to the many testimonies 
which I have already advanced, both in fa- 
vour of its divine institution, and of its use- 
fulness, the experience of the Society of 
Friends, for nearly two hundred years. If 
no other reasons, or arguments, could be 
offered in its defence, this alone had been 
sufficient. This experience is onan extend- 
ed scale, both as to time and numbers.— 
Thousands of female ministers have risen 
up in the Society, and breaking all the nat- 
ural ties of wife and mother, have gone forth 
at their Lord’s command, without fee or re- 
ward—braving the prejudices, the sneers, 
and the scoffings of the world. What has 
enabled them—strengthened and supported 
them? Nothing short of the whole armour 
of God! Their ‘ loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breast-plate of righteous- 
ness—the shield of faith, and the helmet of 
salvation,” they have “ been able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked.” Thus, 
not only is the Society abundantly confirm- 
ed in the divine appointment, and eminent 


* How fully is this verified in the abortive 


efforts of modern Missionzries, to conyert 
the heathen! 


usefulness of a female ministry, but thou- 
sands and tens of thousands, not of this fold, 
who have been brought within the sphere 
of its influence, have had to acknowledge 
its power, and have offered up their pre- 
possessions, a willing sacrifice on the altar 
of truth. 

But there are some highly important bene. 
fits resulting to the Church, from a female 
ministry, which yet remain to be noticed.— 
It has a powerful influence in breaking 
down the hedge which an ambitious priest- 
hood have planted around their own order. 
It greatly disconcerts their schemes—it 
“destroys the wisdom” of their wise, and 
“brings to naught the understanding of their 
prudent” men; and constitutes a perpetual, 
living demonstration, that “the foolishness 
of God,” and “the weakness of God,” is 
wiser and stronger thanthem! But you may 
scoff, and sneer, and ridicule+your labour 
will be lost—and vain your toil;—a female 
ministry will continue to exist a living testi- 
mony, a sure and steady beacon, against the 
ambitious schemes of the clergy—unless 
the latter should succeed in establishing 
their craft over the Christian world, and thus 
plunge it, a second time, into Egyptian 
bondage—another fatal apostacy. M. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


UNIVERSALITY OF GRACE. 


That the essential principles of religion, 
are as extensively diffused as the human 
race—or, in other words, that “the grace 
of God is given to every man to profit with- 
al”—is proved by a great number of histo- 
rical, and existing facts. The followings let- 
terfrom Willliam H. Trant, a gentleman of 
great respectability, dated Calcutta, Aug. 
2d, 1819, to Joseph John Gurney of Eng- 
land. The account is parallel to that given 
by Paul of the Gentiles, who “not having 


the law [outward] were a law unto them- 
selves.” 


“Ornaments and gay apparel of every 
kind are strictly prohibited among the 
Sauds; their dress is always white; they 
never make any obeisance or salam; they 
will not take an oath, and they are exempt- 
ed in the courts of justice,—their assevcra- 
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tion, being considered equivalent. The 
Sauds profess to abstain from all luxuries, 
such as tobacco, pawn, opium and wine; 
they never have nantches or dances. All 
attack on man or beast is forbidden, but in 
self-defence resistance is allowable. Indus- 
try is strongly enjoined. The Sauds take 
great care of their poor and infirm people; 
to receive assistance out of the punt or tribe, 
would be reckoned disgraceful, and render 
the offender liable to excommunication. All 
parade of worship is forbidden; secret pray- 
er is commended; alms should be unosten- 
tatious; they are not to be done that they 
should be seen of men. The due regulation 
of the tongue is a principal duty. 

“The chief seats of the Saud sect are 
Delhi, Agra, Jypoor, and Furruckhabad, 
but there are several of the sect scattered 


_ over the country. An annual meeting takes 


place at one or other of the cities above men- 
tioned, at which the concerns of the sect 
are settled. 

“The magistrate of Furruckhabad inform- 
‘ed me that he had found the Sauds an or- 
derly and well conducted people. They 
are chiefly engaged in trade. 

“Bhuivanee Dos (one of their leaders) 
was anxious to become acquainted with the 
Christian religion, and I gave him some cop- 
ies of the New Testament, in Persian and 
Hindostanee, which he said he had read 
and shown to his people, and much approv- 
ed. Ihad no copy of the Old Testament, 
in any language which he understood well, 
but as he expressed a strong desire to know 
the account of the creation as given in it, I 
explained it to him from an Arabic version, 
of which he knew a little. I promised to 
procure him a Persian and Hindostanee Old 
Testament, if possible. I am of opinion the 
Sauds are a very interesting people, and 
that some intelligent and zealous missionary 
would find great facility in communicating 
with them.” 


‘There does not appear to have been any 
missionaries among these people; nor have 
they received any “ Christian instruction.” 

A. 

Where there is no knowledge of the Jaw, 
3 man, though he act contrary to it, cannot 
be properly said to transgress jt. 


SPIRIT OF 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


FOR THE BEREAN, 


A few copies.of anew work have recent- 
ly reached this country from England, enti- 
tled “Observations on the religious pecu- 
liarities of the Society of Friends, by Joseph 
John Gurney.” — London, 1824. 8vo. pp. 368. 

This work is written, if not with ability, 
with great moderation; so much so, indeed, 
that there is in it, we think, no little evi- 
dence of a truckling to certain doctrines 
and practices, against which the Society of 
Friends in England, in the day of its 
strength, maintained an open, bold, deci- 
sive, and undaunted language. But these 
days when “The seed of Israel separated 
themselves from all strangers,’ seem to have 
passed away. Conspicuous and distinguish- 
ed Quakers are found uniting with “most 
honourables”—*“right honourables,” and 
“right reverends’’—with Dukes, Lords and 
Levites—in schemes to reform and christian- 
ize the world! One of two things must have 
taken place; either the Quakers are making 
rapid advances towards the world, or the 
world towards them. We would fain hope 
the latter, but we greatly fear the former. 
We fear it because the world, even the 
christian world, has not renounced any of 
those things which the controversy of the true 
Quakers is against. Neither wars, nor fight- 
ings, are disavowed; nor church establish- 
ments, nor hireling priests, nor pomps, nor 
pastimes; nor the most anti-christian com- 
binations, from the king on his throne, down 
to the lords and commons, and priests at the 
altar, to perpetuate oppression in the earth, 
and to despoil the people both of their tem- 
poral and spiritual rights. The character 
and conduct of the ‘rue Quaker, must re- 
main, especially in Europe, as distinctly 
marked, and as offensive to the world, as 
they ever were. We much fear, that the 
European Quaker, (nor do we exhonerate 
the American) has approached the world— 
is truckling to doctrines, and winking at 
practices, from which Christianity, in its 
purity, is wholly averse. 

The fruits of this, if not unnatural, at 
least unspiritual, amalgation, is conspicuous 
in the volume before us. The great and 
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glorious doctrines of Chiistianity, as profess- || the proper qualifications of a religious 
ed, but defectively practised, by the Society | teacher, he is, in most cases, either employ- 
of Friends, is lowered down, and clothed t ed by the missionaries, or invited by his 
with the title of “peculiarities; and the au-  fellow-converts to assume that character, by 
thor tells us in page 31, “that Christians are | publicly preaching to his idolatrous country- 
united in the great fundamentals of pnoc- i men. Seldom, perhaps, has the advice of 
TRINES AND PRACTICE.”? What! Is the doc- i the apostle James, chap. ili. 1, “ Be not 
trine of Inrerxat Licnt, which many if not , many teachers,” been more gricvously and 
most Christians deny, and even ridicule, but | injuriously violated, than by the native con- 
a mere peculiarity, attached to the Quaker | verts, and even by the European missiona- 
principles, and not a “fundamental”? Is , ries, who, long before the converts can have 
the Quaker’s testimony against the practice | freed their minds from the deeply rivetted 
of wan, (which most Christians contend for) || chains of superstition, far less can have ac, 
a mere “peculiarity,” and not one of the 1 quired a sufficient knowledge, by ordinary 
corner stones of the Christian system? I || means, of the Christian system, so as to be 
would not willingly misconstrue the mean- | able to silence the shrewd and designing, 
ing of the amiable author of this work; but | and convince the intelligent and conscien- 
there is at least a looseness of stile, or am- | tious inquirer, introduce them into scenes 
biguity of expression, in this and other ca- i of angry contest and disputation, in which 
ses, which must have a tendency to lessen | the personal and devotional virtues, just 
the weight, and weaken the force, of the } perhaps beginning to take root, are sacrifi- 
testimonies held by the Society of Friends; | ced for the sake of a loud voice and a confi- 
and at a period too, when, we verily believe, ! dent manner. The consequence is, that, 
there is as great cause as ever to hold them || “being lifted up with pride,” they fre- 
up to the world with unyielding firmness, | quently render themselves liable to the pub- 
and a bold, open, undaunted decision. We || lic censure of their brethren, on account of 
verily believe that the christianity which || some impropriety of conduct of which they 
appears to be making advances in the world, || have been guilty.’ 

is marked with many spurions traits, al-|| “Besides the general encouragement giv- 
though speciously clothed with some of the | en to all the native converts, to spend their 
vestments of sanctity. We shall return '| spare time in preaching to their country- 
again to this author’s work. B. \ men, we are told that many who have most 
|| distinguished themselves for zeal and activ- 
| ity, are employed at the different mission- 
ary stations, at’ fixed salaries, to devote 
| themselves wholly to the work. Of these, 
I he informs us, there are twenty-seven; the 
| names and station of whom he particularly 
| designates. 


FOR THE BEREAN, 


ITISSIONS. 
(Continued from page 172. 


It will be readily inferred that, from what | 


we have already said on this'subject, we are | 


far from believing that the exertions now | 
making to convert the heathen, are likely | 
to result in the extension of pure Christian- | 
ity. In corroboration of this sentiment, we 
shall, from time to time, lay before our rea- | 
ders certain facts, in relation to this subject. | 
The following is taken from the Christian’ 
Register: D. 


“*Scarcely has a native made a public pro- | 
fession of Christianity, and relinquished his 
caste, by passing through the ordeal of bap- 
tism, than, with lamentable inattention to 


“After remarking that there are some 
_ particulars, respecting some of these native 
preachers, which deserve to be mentioned, 
Mr. Adam proceeds to say :— 

‘«¢ ¢ Abraham was formerly a domestic ser- 
vant of the missionary who now employs 
him. Cassee I know to bea man of exceed- 
ingly weak understanding. Subhroo was 
dismissed from the employment of Mr. 
James Penny, one of the Calcutta Baptist 
missionaries, for immorality, and was almost 
immediately taken under the instruction, 
_ and finally into the employment, of the Se- 
| rampore Baptist missionaries, although Mr. 
Penny called upon one of thetn, ahd gave 
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him information of the conduct of which 
Subhroo had been guilty, and for which 
alone he had been dismissed. Huridas, ina 
conversation with Rammohun Roy, to whose 
house he had gone uninvited, contended 
for the Deity of Christ only in the same 
sense in which he contended for the Deity 
of Krishna, one of the Hindoo incarnations, 
expressing the utmost indignation at the 
supposition that he had denied Krishna, and 
having evidently admitted the incarnation 
of Christ only as an addition to the incarna- 
tions in which he had previously believed. 
Upon the whole, with respect to the native 
preachers, and the native converts in gene- 
ral, it may be observed, that they are too 
few, too poor, too ignorant, and too much 
despised by their countrymen, to make 


. touch impression by their labours.’ 


“These are some of the missionaries for 
whose support the contributions of the com- 
munity are poured out. One, known to the 
missionaries to have been guilty of immoral- 
ities, which prevented his obtaining secular 
employment,—and another offended even 
at the suggestion that he was not still an 
idolator, and did not view the religion of 
Christ as on a level with sn me and as 
only a branch of it. 

“ Mr. Adam proceeds to observe, respect- 
ing the places where the native preaching 
is performed, that it is generally at the pla- 
ces of rendezvous for idolatrous festivals, 
‘where the imagination, and passions and 
prejudices of the natives, are necessarily in 
a state of the very highest excitement, and 
where, consequently, no seriousness of 
mind, or impartiality of judgment, can be 
expected.’ 

“Mr. Adam concludes his account of the 
direct exertions for the conversion of the na- 
tives, by observing, in substance, that the 
printed statements given, of the success of 
these exertions, are deceptive, and that a 
person who has paid any attention to the 
subject, in England or America, would, on 
arriving in India, find that much less had 
been done than he had been led to expect 
by the published accounts.” | 


Others sometimes appear to us more 


wrong than they are, because we ourselves 


are not right in judging them 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1824. 


Corrigenda.—In the last number of the 


Berean, page 179, line 8 from the top, for 
Haines read Hairzo. Several other typo- 
graphical errors have occurred in the spell- 
ing of Greek words, which the reader will 
please to correct. Page 181, line 25, for 
natural love read mutual love—Page 182, 
line 10 from the bottom, for construed didus- 
ko read construed with didasko—Page 184, 
line 10 from ditto, for these read those—Page 
185, line 16 from ditto, for Lynderwode read 
Lyndewode—Ditto, line 13, for Romano read 
| Romana—Page 188, line 6, for persons read 
parsons. 

(>? To Subscribers.—Our books and pa- 
| pers having been destroyed by the late fire, 
the names of our subscribers were thereby 
lost. Of this fact, we gave notice in our 
first number after the conflagration, with a 
request to those who did not receive their 
paper, to forward their namestous. As 
there are a number of our subscribers whose 
names have not yet been returned, we now 
/Tepeat that request, assuring our patrons 
that no time will be lost in transmitting all 
the back numbers which may be due, on 
being informed of their names, and places 
of residence. 

Any communications, designed for inser- 
tion in the Berean, adapted to the object of 
the work, will be thankfully received and 
promptly attended to. 


The present number commences the se¢ 


cond half year of this publication. 


MISCELLANTA. 


“In France, in the year 1819, there were 
1721 religious associations, containing 11,752 
nuns. The number of sick and infirm whom 
they succoured, was 68,879—that of the 
children whom they educated gratuitously, 
| 62,612.” — National Gazette. 


Tris a well known fact, that thousands of 
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these nuns devote their whole lives to the 
relief of human misery, performing the most 
servile and loathsome offices for the sick, 
in the hospitals and other places. Yet these 
are amongst the number of those whom 
Griffin, in his speech before the Education 
Society, says are doomed to destruction.— 
And for what? Because theirreligious opin- 
fons do not accord with his own! 


The number of houses at present in Jeru- 
salem, is stated to be between three and 
four thousand. Its inhabitants are, Turks, 
10,000; Greeks, 1000; Franks, 1000; Ar- 
menians, 1000, Jews, 3,500. | 


There are said to be 35,000 priests in 
France, and as matiy more in a state of pre- 
paration: a sorrowful picture to look upon, 
to the friends of civil and religious liberty, 
and of pure Christianity—“ How, said Na- 
poleon, is it possible that conviction can find 
its way, where we hear the absurd language, 
and witness the acts of iniquity, of the 
greatest number of those, whose business it 
is to preach to us? I am surrounded by 
priests, who repeat incessantly, that their 
reign is not of this world, and yet they lay 
hands upon every thing that they can get.” 
This isa pretty faithful picture of the body of 


an educated, hireling priesthood, the world 
over. 


SELECTED. 


From Penn’s “ Primitive Christianity Re- 


And lest any should say we are equivocal 
in our expressions, and allegorise away 
Christ’s appearance in the flesh; meaning | 
only thereby our men flesh; and that as often 
as we mention him, we mean only a myste- 
ry ora mystical sense of him, be it as to his 
coming, birth, miracles, sufferings, death, re- 
surrection, ascension, mediation and judg- 
ment; I would yet add, to preserve the : 
well-disposed from being staggered by such 
suggestions, and to inform and reclaim such 
as are under the power. and prejudice of | 
them, ‘That we do, we bless God, reli- | 
_Siously believe and confess, to the glory of 
430d the Father, and the honour af his dear | 


and beloved Son, that Jesus Christ took our 
nature upon him, and was like unto us in all 
things, sin excepted: that he was born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
the Roman governor, was crucified, dead, and 
buried in the sepulchre of Joseph of: Arima- 
thea; rose again the third day, and ascended 
into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 
God, in the power and majesty of his Father; 
who will one day judge the world by him, even 
that blessed man, Christ Jesus, according to 
their works.’ 

But because we so believe, must we not 
believe what Christ said, “He that is with 
you shall be iz you?” John xiv. “I in 
them, and they in me,” chap. xvii. “ When 
it pleased God to reveal his Son in me,” 
&e. Gal. The mystery hid from ages, is 
Christ in the Gentiles the hope of glory.” 
Col. i. “Unless Christ be in you, ye are 
reprobates? 2 Cor. xiii. Or must we be in- 
dustriously represented deniers of Christ’s 
coming in the flesh, and the holy ends of it, 
in all the parts and branches of his doing 
and suffering, only because we believe and 
press the necessity of believing, receiving 
and obeying his inward and spiritual ap- 
pearance and manifestation of himself, 
through his light, grace, and spirit in the 
hearts and consciences of men and women, 
to reprove, convict, convert and change 
them? This we esteem a’ hard and unrigh- 
teous measure; nor would our warm and 
sharp adversaries be so dealt with by others: 
but to do as they would be done to, is too 
often no part of their practice, whatever it 
be of their profession. 

Yet we are very ready to declare to the 
whole world, that we cannot think men and 
women can be saved by their belief of the 
one, without the sense and experience of the 
other; and that is what we oppose, and not 
his blessed manifestation in the flesh. We 
say, that he then overcame our common 
enemy, foiled him in the open field, and in 
our nature, triumphed over him, that had 
overcome and triumphed over # in our fore- 
father Adam and his posterity: and that as 
truly as Christ overcame him in our nature, 
in his own person, so, by his divine grace} 
being received and obeyed by us, he over- 
comes him in us: that is, he detects the ene- 
my by his /ight in the conscience, and ena- 


| bles the creature to resist him, and alk his 
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fiery darts; and, finally, so to fight the good 
fight of faith, as to overcome him, and lay 
hold on eternal life. 

And this is the dispensation of grace, 
which we declare has appeared to all, more 
or less; teaching those that will receive it, 
“to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world; looking for (which none 
else can justly do) the blessed hope, and 
glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ,” &c. Tit. ii. 11, 
12, 13. And as from the teachings, expe- 
rience, and motion, of this grace we minister 
to others, so the very drift of our ministry is 
to turn people’s minds to this grace in them- 
selves, that all of them may up and be do- 
ing, “even the good and acceptable will of 
God, and work out their salvation with fear 
and trembling, and make their high and hea- 
venly calling and election sure; which 
none else can do, whatever be their pro- 
fession, church and character: for “ such as 
men sow they must reap;” and “his ser- 
vants we are whom we obey.” Regenera- 
tion we must know, or we cannot be chil- 
dren of God, and heirs of eternal glory: and 
to be born again, another spirit and princi- 
ple must prevail, leaven, season, and gov- 
ern us, than either the spirit of the world, 
er our own depraved spirits; and this can be 
no other spirit than that which dwelt in 
Christ; for unless that dwell in us, we can 
be none of his, Rom. viii. 9. And this spirit 
begins in conviction, and ends in conversion 
and perseverence; and the one follows the 
other; conversion being the consequence of 
convictions obeyed, and perseverence a natu- 
ral fruit of conversion, and being born of 
God; for such “sin not, because the seed 
of God abides in them:” John iii. 7, 8. But 
such, through faithfulness, continue to the 
end, and obtain the promise, even everlast- 
ing life. 

But let my reader take this along with 
him, that we do acknowledge that Christ, 
through his holy doing and suffering, (for 
“being a son, he learned obedience,”) has 
obtained mercy of God his Father for man- 
kind; and that his obedience has an influence 
to our salvation, in all the parts and branch- 
es of it, since thereby he became a conquer- 
or, and “led captivity captive, and obtained 
gifts for men, with divers great and precious 


promises, that thereby we might be parta- 
kers of the divine nature, having ( first) es- 
caped the corruption that is in the world, 

through lust.” I say, we do believe and 

confess, that the active and passive obedience 

of Christ Jesus, affects our salvation through- 
out, as well from the power and pollution 

of sin, as from the guilt; he being a conque- 
ror, as wellasa sacrifice, and both through 
suffering: yet they that reject his divine 

gift, so obtained, (and which he has given 

to them, by which to see their sin, and the 
sinfulness of it, and to repent and turn away 
from it, and do sono more; and to wait up- 
on God for daily strength to resist the fiery 
darts of the enemy, and to be comforted 
through the obedience of faith in and to this 
divine grace of the Son of God) such do not 
please God, believe truly in God, nor are 
they in a state of true Christianity and sal- 
vation. Woman,” said Christ, to the Sa- 
maritan, at the well, “hadst thou known 
the gift of God, and who it is that speaketh 
tothee,” &c. People know notChrist, and 
God, “ whom to know is life eternal,”’ Jno. 
xvii. because they are ignorant of the gift 
of God, viz. “a measure of the spirit of God 
that is given to every one to profit with,” 
1 Cor. xii. 7. which reveals Christ and God 
to the soul, chap. ii. Flesh and blood cannot 
do it, Oxford and Cumbridge cannot do it, 
tongues and philosophy cannot do it: for 
they that by wisdom knew not God, had 
these things for their wisdom. ‘They were 
strong, deep and accurate in them; but, 
alas! they were clouded, puffed up, and set 
farther off from the inward and saving know- 
ledge of God, because they sought for it in 
them, and thought to find God there. But 
the key of David is another thing, “which 
shuts and no man opens, and opens and no 
man shuts;” and this key have all they that 
receive the gift of God into their hearts, 
and it opens to them the knowledge of God 
and themselves, and gives them a quite other 
sight, taste and judgment of things, than 
their educational or traditional knowledge 
afforded them. This is the beginning of 
the new creation of God, and thus it is we 
come to be new creatures. 

And we are bold to declare, there is no 
other way like this, by which people can 
come into Christ, or be true Christians, or 
receive the advantage that comes by the 
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death snd sufferings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Wherefore we say, and upon good 
authority, even that of our own experience, 
as well as that of the Scriptures of truth, 
‘Christ will prove no saving sacrifice for 
them, that refuse to obey him for their ez- 
ample.’ They that reject the gift, deny the 
giver, instead of themselves for the giver’s 
sake. O that people were wise, that they 
would consider their latter end, and the 
things that make for the peace thereof!— 


Why should they perish in a vain hope of | 


life, while death reigns? Of living with God 
who live not fo him, nor walk with him’?— 
Awake, thou that sleepest in thy sin, or, at 
best in thy self-righteousness! Awake, Isay, 
and Christ shall give thee life! for he is the 
“ Lord from heaven, the quickening spirit,” 
that quickens us, by his spirit, if we do not 
resist it and quench it by our disobedience, 
but receive, love and obey it, in all the holy 
leadings and teachings of it. Rom. viii. 14, 
15. To which holy spirit I commend my 
reader, that he may the better see where he 
is, and also come to the true belief and ad- 
vantage of the doings and sufferings of our 
dear and blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who saves from the power and pollu- 
tion, as wellas guilt of sin, all those that 
“hear his knocks, and open the doors of 
their hearts to him,” that he may come in, 
and work a real and thorough reformation in 
and for them; and so the benefit, virtue, and 
efficacy of his doings and sufferings without 
us, will come to be livingly and effectually 
applied and felt, and fellowship with Christ 
in his death and sufferings known, accord, 
ing to the doctrine of the apostle; which 
those that live in that which made him suffer, 
know not, though they profess to be saved 
by his death and sufferings. Much more 
might be said as to this mattcr, but I must 
be brief. 

To conclude this chapter: we wonder 
not that we should be mistaken, mis-con- 
strued and misrepresented, in what we be- 
lieve and do to salvation, since our betters 
have been so treated in the primitive times. 
Nor, indeed, is it only about doctrines of re- 
ligion; for our practice in worship and dis- 
cipline has had the same success. But this 


is what I earnestly desire, that however 
bold people are pleased to make with us, | 


they would not deceive themselves in the | 


great things of their own salvation: that 
while they would seem to own all to Christ, 
they are not found disowned of Christ in the 
last day. Read the 7th of Matthew: itis he 
that hears Christ, the great word of God, and 
does what he enjoins, what he commands, 
and by his blessed example, recommends, 
that is a wise builder, that has founded his 
house well, and built with good materials, 


and whose house will stand the last shock 


and judgment. For which cause we are 
often plain, close and earnest with people 
to consider, that Christ came not to save 
them in, but from, their sins; and that they 
that think to discharge and release them- 
sclves of his yoke and burden, his cross and 
example, and secure themselves, and com- 
pliment Christ with his having done all for 
them (while he has wrought little or nothing 
in them, nor they parted with any thing for 
the Jove of him) will finally awake in a 
dreadful surprise, at the sound of the last 
trumpet, and at this sad and irrevocable sen- 
tence, “ Depart from me, ye workers of in- 
iquity, I know you not;” which terrible end 
may all timely avoid, by “hearkening to 
wisdom’s voice, and turning at her reproof, 
that she may lead them in the ways of righ- 
teousness, and in the midst of the paths of 
judgment, that their souls may come to in- 
herit substance;”” even durable riches and 
righteousness, in the kingdom of the see: 
world without end. 


From George Whitehead’s Answer to Stephen 
Scandrel. 


‘THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TERMS OR 
TENOUR, OF OUR OPPOSERS’ GO8- 
PEL, AND OURS. 


“ As to the sense or substance of our op- 
posers, the Predestinarians, according to 
their traditional faith, partial, and harsh opi- 
nions, repugnant to God’s universal grace 
and love in Christ Jesus to mankind, their 
gospel runs on this wise, or in such terms as 
these, viz. 

“We tender grace and salvation to all, 
but believe it is only free for a few elect per- 
sons, for whom only Christ died. There- 
fore believe you are elect persons, and that 
Christ died for you; apply his blood and 
merits, and von shall be saved, though you 
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be sinners all your days. Believe that you 
are justi fied by Christ’s death and sufferings 
only, though you have nothing but matter 
of condemnation in you. Believe that you 


_ are imputatively righteous by Christ’s suffer- 


ings and righteousness without you only; 
and in comparison thereof, do you abhor all 
sanctification in you, or inherent righteous- 
ness wrought in you by the Spirit. Believe 
that it is God’s good pleasure that sin should 
be in you all your days, to keep you humble; 
and that Christ hath satisfied for all your 
sins past, present, and to come. Belicve 
“that God hath poured out all his wrath upon 


‘his Son Jesus Christ, and punished your sin 


to the full in him, to satisfy justice for your 
injury done him; there remains no more 
wrath behind for you, being elect and justi- 
fied persons. Though you commit sin, as 
did David, and have corruption remaining 
in you all your days, and sin daily in your 
best duties, and have sin mixed with your 
graces, doubt not but your salvation is eter- 
nally secured for you, as persons whom God 
has had in his eye to save; nor need you 
fear any final fall, or falling away from grace, 
for once in Christ ever in Christ.” Thus far 
Presbyterians.” 


* THE SENSE AND TERMS OF OUR GOSPEL, AC- 
CORDING TO WHAT FOLLOWS. 


“From the sense and experience we have 
of God’s free love and grace in Jesus Christ 
to all mankind, we preach in the spirit of 
the gospel. The instructions and conditions 
thereof are on this wise: viz. 

“* * Be converted that your sins may be blat- 
ted out. Turn ye from darkness and sin, to 
the true light that shows it, and reproves 
evil; and so turn from satan’s power to God, 
and receive the remission of sins. Believe 
in this light that ye may become the chil- 
dren of light. Labour to make your calling 
and election sure. If ye walk in the light, 
the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin. 
If ye be crucified, die, and suffer with Christ, 
ye shall live and reign with him. Believe 
and obey the gospel, and be saved. Christ 
Jesus is the author of eternal salvation 
to all them that obey him. Confess and 
forsake sin, and ye shall find mercy. Depart 
from evil and do good, and dwell for ever- 
More. Wash yon, make vou clean, pitt 


away the evil of your doings, &c. Fixcept 
a man be born again, he cannot enter inte 
the kingdom, &c. IfIdo not wash thee, 
saith Christ, thou hast no part with me.’ 

** And to those in whose hearts the work js 
begun—‘ Look diligently to your standing, 
lest any of you full from the grace of God. 
Abide in his goodness, that you may not 
fall into the hand of severity.’ 

“To unbelievers and rebellious—‘ If ye 
believe not in Christ, you shall die in your 
sins; and where he is you cannot come.— 
The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteous. 
ness; and his wrath abides upon them that 
do not believe and obey his Son.’ Thus 
far Quakers.” 

Now, serious reader, judge which of 
of these, whether the Presbyterians’ or the 
Quakers’ doctrine, tends to stir up and ex- 
cite people to righteousness, to true fear 
and watchfulness: and whether the Presby- 
terians’ doctrine doth not tend to beget pco- 
ple into a self-confidence, false security, 
and liberty in sin, wpon a partial opinion ané 
conceit. But the Quakers’ desire, aim, and 
end is, to turn people from darkness to the 


true light, and to true fear, diligence, and 
faithfulness to God.” 


Force and Fraud, kow opposite to the Spirit 
of Religion. The very different effects of 
religious Liberty and false Zeul. 

_ True religion has every advantage over 

the false, except force and fraud; and these 

are the only advantages which a false reli- 
gion has over the true. The Holy Ghost, 
which always accompanies the true reli- 
gion, and every mari that has it, is not to be 
bought, nor bribed, nor entertained by mo- 
ney; not to be propagated by artifice, or 
falshood, or human policy, nor to be infused 
by power, nor helped by the sword. He is 
detached from every secular interest, and 
has no use for rents nor authority. He 
comes freely to those that ask him, and 
sometimes to those who do not ask; and is 
guided only by his benevolence and good 
pleasure. He is omnipotent, and can never 
be influenced by the inventions of men, nor 
be made obedicnt to arts or force, which 
ean only serve fo proveke and banish him 
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and to exalt wordly pride inhisroom. The | 
utmost length that human power can go in | 
religion, without hurting it, is to entertain 
some men to persuade others to virtuous ac- 
tions, and to pray for the Spirit, and to pray 
with them. Beyond this, which is very com- 
mendable, human power cannot go, and be 
innocent. - 

People have been generally misled in 
their idea of religion, by tacking it to the 
idea of a hierarchy, which they call church 
government, but which is in truth only the 
government of the state about things ap- 
pertaining to the church. But the true 
idea of religion is confined to the operations 
of the Spirit of God upon the heart of man, 
and to the actions which those operations 
produce. Religion, therefore, is the effect 
of the Spirit, which can have no alliance 
with secular interest, which too often inter- | 
feres with the Spirit, and quenches it. ‘This 
shews that the ecclesiastical cause, and the 
cause of religion, are not always identical, 
but ought to be distinguished. The piety 
of a bishop is not always as large as his dio- 
cese, nor the good which he does equal to 
the advantages which he receives: and there 
has been, and may be, religion in the world, 
where there are no ecclesiastical officers. — 
Jt would be impious to say the contrary. 

Charity and sincerity are the characteris- 
tics of the true religion; and it disowns bit- 
terness, dissimulation, and human arms, 
which are the weapons and defence of a 
false religion, which must deceive where it 
cannot persuade, and force where it cannot 
deceive; and to use these weapons in be- 
half of the true, is to renounce it, and bring 
it under the suspicion of falshood. Ifa man 
tell me that his religion is the best and most 
merciful religion in the world, and yet treat 
me with ill nature and severity, for not be- 
ing of his religion, I shall believe that either 
his religion is false and ill natured, or that 
he isa disbeliever or an ill judge of his own 
religion. The Christian religion is so abso- 
Jutely divested of all fierceness and gall, 
that it commands us to love our enemies, 
that is, men of all religions, or of none.— 
Hence Origen, by a good natured mistake, 
{if it were one) believed that even the dev- 
ils and the damned would at last be saved. 
This merciful opinion, however groundless, 


detestable folly and impiety of ‘pronouncing 
any man damned, however irreligious. 

Men that have no religion, or a false one; 
are entitled to our pity and exhortation.— 
This is the voice of religion and good na- 
ture: for from reason and experience we 
know, that sourness and asperity only serve 
to harden and embitterthem. While they 
are in the wrong, they are unhappy; and it 
is avowed cruelty to add, by ill usage, one 
misfortune to another, and to shew our own 
want of humanity, for their want of grace. 
It is like using a man ill for an unfortunate 
face and hard features. Opinions are the 
features of the soul; and let them be ever 
so ridiculous or deformed, all men like their 
own best: and while they like them, they 
neither will nor can part with them; and 
when they cease to like them, they will 
cease to retain them. 

No man desires to be mistaken; and it is 
the pride and interest of every man to have 
the best lights and the largest understand- 
ing. It is a contradiction to say, that in 
point of opinion, any man can sin against 
his light: his opinion is the best light that 
he has, and he will inevitably change it up- 
on better light.. Ifthe avenues to his un- 
derstanding be so obstructed by prejudice, 
custom, and bigotry, that no new illumina- 
tion can find passage, a case which is very 
common, this also is a misfortune, but nota 
fault: for he certainly would embrace the 
best, if he thought it best. There is no 
more sin in this than in a diseased and de- 
praved appetite, which cannot relish whole- 
some food. 

The mind is more subject to be depraved 
than the appetite; and there are few, ifany, 
minds in the world but what are more or 
less depraved; and but for that depravity, 
we should be in a state of perfection. But 
the most depraved of all, are they who quar- 
rel with one another, because their souls are 
not marked with the same stamp and impres- 
sions, which are as various as men; opii- 
ions, imaginations, and errors, being infi- 
nite. It depends upon no man’s choice how 
he shall be first taught, nor what ideas he 
shall first draw in: this depends upon pa- 
rents, nurses, tutors, and external objects 
and accidents. Nor is it in his power after- 
wards to get rid of these first and fortuitous 
Mmpressions : 


chic8v, beeansa while 


4 
" 
: 
’ 
. 


196 EXTRACT. 


please him, he cannot desire it; and we see 
they generally please. Men, for the most 
part, carry the fruits and force of their ear- 
liest education along with them to their 
graves. We sce menas fond of the foolish- 
est opinions, as of the truest. Hence Ma- 
hometans continue Mahometans, Pagans 
continue Pagans; and both hate our reli- 
gion, as much as we pity and condemn 


theirs. 


From Phipps’ Original and Present State of 
Man, briefly considered. 


Religion here, and Salvation hereafter, 
are as much the concern and duty of the il- 
literate and ignorant, as of the wise and 
learned. And as those are by much the 
greater number, religious duty must un- 
doubtedly consist in something equally at- 
tainable and practicable by all; for God is 
no respecter of persons. It cannot lie es- 
sentially in literal knowledge, nor in any pe- 
culiar mode of education; for those are the 
lot of few, in comparison of the whole of 
mankind. Happiness being the end of man’s 
creation, and the universal indispensable 
concern of every man, the effective means 
of regeneration and salvation must be attain- 
able by every man. Nothing but the om- 
nipresent, and all-effective spirit of God can 
be this means; for nothing else is universal, 
nor any way adequate to the work. The 
spirit of God therefore, being necessary to 
every man, is afforded to every man, by him 
who withholds nothing necessary. 

This Holy operative Spirit, Solomon, un- 
der its influence, with great propriety, stiles 
wisdom, and represents it in familiar lan- 
guage, as calling upon mankind, fo turn at 
its reproofs, with a promise to pour out its 
Spirit unto them. He also impleads those 
as fools who reject or slight its reproofs, or 
convictions in their conciences; by which 
he shews, it accompanies them even in the 
streets, and places of concourse. Recounting 
the great works of this Spirit of wisdom, 
he elsewhere testifies, “She preserved the 
first formed father of the world, that was 
created alone, and brought him out of his 
fall.” She was not only his preserver be- 
fore his fall, but his requickenerand restorer 
out of that death, which he through transgres- 


sion fell into; and seeing the whole rationa} 
progeny of Adam as naturally under the like 
necessity of being born of the Spirit, its ad. 
ministration is offered to all, in due degrees, 
and every individual in all ages, who haye 
experienced the new birth, by which right 
reformation is wrought, have known it to be 
effected by the opération of the Spirit. 
This the wise author above cited witnesseth, 
in his acknowledgment to Almighty Good 
ness, when he saith, **Thy council who hath 
known, except thou give wisdom, and send 
thy holy spirit from above’ For so the ways 
of them who live on the earth were formed, 
and men were taught the things that are 
pleasing unto thee, and were saved through 
wisdom.” 

Evident tokens of internal religion, and 
the immediate manifestations of the Spirit 
for that end, appear throughout both the Old 
Testament and the New. Before the flood, 
the old world was favoured with the mani- 
festation of the Holy Spirit, as it is implied 
Gen. vi. 3. ‘*My spirit shall not always strive 
with,” or rather in “man.” For so Hebre- 
ans says it ought to be rendered. And in- 
deed, where could the Spirit so properly 
strive as in the soul of man, where the seat 
of corruption is, and to which the sugges- 
tions of evil are applied? And to what end 
should it strive with them, but to bring 
them to repentance and reformation, and to 
become, through their obedience, the king- 
dom, or ruling power of God in them. 

Renovation of heart by the Holy Spirit, 
and its genuine fruits of repentance towards 
God, faith in him and obedience to him, 
was the principal and essential part of Reli- 
gion also among the Israelites. Deut. xxx. 
10. Moses represents the conditions on thic 
performance of which they should be enti- 
tled to the promises. “If thou shalt hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep 
his commandments and his statutes, which 
are written in this book of the law, and if 
thou turn unto the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul.” These 
are the terms; first, that they should keep 
the law; this was the external and legal 
part of their duty, Second, that they should 
turn their whole hearts and souls to God; 
this was the internal and evangelical part. 
He leaves them not here in a state of uncer- 
tainty, but preceeds to shew them to what 
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their inward attention should be turned. 
“For,” said he “this commandment which 
I command thee this day,” (or this which I 
command thee to turn thine heart unto) “ is 
not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It 
js not in Heaven that thou shouldst say, who 
shall go up for us to Heaven, and bring it 
unto us, that we may hear it and do it? Nei- 
ther is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldst 
say, who shall go over the sea for us, and 
bring it unto us, that we may hear it and 
do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou 
mayst do it.” The Apostle assumes and 
explains this passage, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. The 
righteousness which is of faith speaketli on 
this wise, “say not in thine heart, who shall 
ascend into heaven ? (that is to bring Christ 
down from above, ) or, who shall descend in- 
to the deep ? (that is to bring up Christ 
again from the dead,) but what saith it ? 
the Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart. That isthe Word of Faith 
which we preach.” 

By this explanation of the apostle, it ap- 
pears, Ist. that besides the law, Moses then 
preached to Israel the same words of faith, 
which himself and his evangelical brethren 
did. 2d, That this /Vord is Christ in Spirit 
calling for attention and obedience in the 
heart, or conscience, of man, in order to 
effect his restoration and salvation. Sd, 
This is not a local, or temporary, but an in- 
ward visitation of the Saviour of mankind, 
by his spirit in the heart. 

The word of faith isthe word of truth, the 
word of the everlasting gospel; and not a 
composition of letters. The term JVord, 
hike many other words, is used in various 
senses§ aSa speech or saying, an engage- 


ment, a report, a command, an exhortation, 
an instruction, &c. because these are com- | 
posed of words. And as men use to convey | 
their sense to one another by words, so God | 
conveys his to men by Christ, who is pe- 
catiarly and emphatically stiled in scripture, 


the Word of God ; and as the way men re , the garden of Eden into an Aceldama. 


ceive words from the mouths of one another 
is by hearing, so the manner by which the 
soul receives internal instruction, reproof, 
&c. from the Holy Spirit, is metaphorically 
called Hearing. Thus faith, which is the 
Gift of God, is said to come by hearing, and 


hearing by the Word of God. ‘That is, 1" 


apprehend, the internal sense itselfis open- 
ed in the soul, as well as subjects commu- 
nicated, by the Spirit of Christ. 

3. Hence we see, the divine legation to 
Jews, confined not in the outward written 
law only. Nor were they kept in ignorance 
of inward spiritual religion, or of a future 
state of rewards and punishments. For, 
if so, to what purpose did Moses press the 
considerations of theirlatter end upon them, 
with so much fervency ? O that they were 
wise, that they understood this, that they 
would consider their latter end ! What ma- 
terial consideration should their latter end, 
or time of death, be of, to such as know no 
better but that it would be the period of 
their existence ? or, why should he com- 
mand their attention to the living word of 
faith, Christ in the heart, as well as to the 
written code? He was an eminently inspir- 
ed prophet,, and well knew that salvation is 
by Christ alone; and that his inward spiritu- 
al law is as preferable to the exterior one, as 
the substance isto the shadow. Obedience 
to the outward temporary law, had outward 
and temporal promises; but obedience to 
the inward spiritual law, hath promises of an 
internal and eternal nature. By the works 
of the first no man could be justified; but by 
the operation of the last, sanctification is 
wrought, and salvationexperienced. Moses 
was a type of Christ, and the temporal law 
with its temporal rewards, atype ofthe law 
ofthe spirit of life in Christ Jesus, and its 
eternal recompence. 


MORAL SENTIMENTS. 
TROM DILWIN’S YOUTH INSTRUCTOR. 
“Do unto others as ye would that others 


should do unto you,” being a compend of 
morality which, ifstrictly observed and obey- 


| ed, would put an end to violence and fraud 


throughout the earth—every violation of it, 
in whatever degree, must be an approach 
to those outrages, which have changed 


In serious meditation on death, a window 
is sometimes opened into futurity, through 
which the mind viscs over all the horrors of 
the tomb. 

Though a mask may conceal a person 
from others, itcannot bile him from himself. 
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please him, he cannot desire it; and we see 
they generally please. Men, for the most 
part, carry the fruits and force of their ear- 
liest education along with them to their 
graves. We sce menas fond of the foolish- 
est opinions, as of the truest. Hence Ma- 
hometans continue Mahometans, Pagans 
continue Pagans; and both hate our reli- 
gion, as much as we pity and condemn 
theirs. 


From Phipps’ Original and Present State of 
Man, briefly considered. 


Religion here, and Salvation hereafter, 
are as much the concern and duty of the il- 
literate and ignorant, as of the wise and 
learned. And as those are by much the 
greater number, religious duty must un- 
doubtedly consist in something equally at- 
tainable and practicable by all; for God is 
no respecter of persons. It cannot lie es- 
sentially in literal knowledge, nor in any pe- 
culiar mode of education; for those are the 
lot of few, in comparison of the whole of 
mankind. Happiness being the end of man’s 
creation, and the universal indispensable 
concern of every man, the effective means 
of regeneration and salvation must be attain- 
able by every man. Nothing but the om- 
nipresent, and all-effective spirit of God can 
be this means; for nothing else is universal, 
nor any way adequate to the work. The 
spirit of God therefore, being necessary to 
every man, is afforded to every man, by him 
who withholds nothing necessary. 

This Holy operative Spirit, Solomon, un- 
der its influence, with great propriety, stiles 
wisdom, and represents it in familiar lan- 
guage, as calling upon mankind, fo turn at 
its reproofs, with a promise to pour out its 
Spirit unto them. He also impleads those 
as fools who reject or slight its reproofs, or 
convictions in their conciences; by which 
he shews, it accompanies them even in the 
streets, and places of concourse. Recounting 
the great works of this Spirit of wisdom, 
he elsewhere testifies, ‘‘She preserved the 
first formed father of the world, that was 
created alone, and brought him out of his 
fall.” She was not only his preserver be- 
fore his fall, but his requickenerand restorer 
out of that death, which he through transgres- 


sion fell into; and seeing the whole rational ’ 
progeny of Adam as naturally under the like § 


necessity of being born of the Spirit, its ad. 
ministration is offered to all, in due degrees, 
and every individual in all ages, who have 
experienced the new birth, by which right 
reformation is wrought, have known it to be 
effected by the opération of the Spirit. 
This the wise author above cited witnesseth, 


in his acknowledgment to Almighty Good 9 
ness, when he saith, “Thy council who hath FJ 


known, except thou give wisdom, and send 
thy holy spirit from above? For so the ways 


of them who live on the earth were formed, [7 : 
and men were taught the things that are 77 


pleasing unto thee, and were saved through 
wisdom.” 
Evident tokens of internal religion, and 


the immediate manifestations of the Spirit 


for that end, appear throughout both the Old y 
Testament and the New. Before the flood, | 


the old world was favoured with the mani- 
festation of the Holy Spirit, as it is implied 
Gen. vi. 3. ‘*My spirit shall not always strive 
with,” or rather in “man.” For so Hebre- 
ans says it ought to be rendered. And in- 
deed, where could the Spirit so properly 
strive as in the soul of man, where the seat 
of corruption is, and to which the sugges- 
tions of evil are applied? And to what end 
should it strive with them, but to bring 
them to repentance and reformation, and to 
become, through their obedience, the king- 
dom, or ruling power of God in them. 
Renovation of heart by the Holy Spirit, 
and its genuine fruits of repentance towards 
God, faith in him and obedience to him, 
was the principal and essential part of Reli- 
gion also among the Israelites. Deut. xxx. 
10. Moses represents the conditions on the 
performance of which they should be enti- 
tled to the promises. “If thou shalt hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep 
his commandments and his statutes, which 
are written in this book of the law, and if 
thou turn unto the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul.” These 
are the terms; first, that they should keep 
the law; this was the external and legal 
part of their duty. Second, that they should 
turn their whole hearts and souls to God; 


this was the internal and evangelical part. — 


He leaves them not here in a state of uncer- 
tainty, but preceeds to shew them to what 
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their inward attention should be turned. 
“ For,” said he “this commandment which 
1 command thee this day,” (or this which I 
command thee to turn thine heart unto) “ is 
not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It 
js not in Heaven that thou shouldst say, who 
shall go up for us to Heaven, and bring it 
unto us, that we may hear it and do it? Nei- 
ther is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldst 
say, who shall go over the sea for us, and 
bring it unto us, that we may hear it and 
do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou 
mayst do it.”” The Apostle assumes and 
explains this passage, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. The 
righteousness which is of faith speaketli on 
this wise, “say not in thine heart, who shall 
ascend into heaven ? (that is to bring Christ 
down from above, ) or, who shall descend in- 
to the deep ? (that is to bring up Christ 
again from the dead,) but what saith it ? 
the Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
andin thy heart. That isthe Word of Faith 
which we preach.” 

By this explanation of the apostle, it ap- 
pears, Ist. that besides the law, Moses then 
preached to Israel the same words of faith, 
which himself and his evangelical brethren 
did. 2d, That this Word is Christ in Spirit 
calling for attention and obedience in the 
heart, or conscience, of man, in order to 
effect his restoration and salyation. Sd, 
This is not a local, or temporary, but an in- 
ward visitation of the Saviour of mankind, 
by his spirit in the heart. 

The word of faith isthe word of truth, the 
word of the everlasting gospel; and nota 
composition of letters. The term }Vord, 
hike many other.words, is used in various 
senses§ aa speech or saying, an engage- 
ment, a report, a command, an exhortation, 
an instruction, &c. because these are com- 
pased of words. And as men use to convey 
their sense to one another by words, so God 
conveys his to men by Christ, who is pe- 
caliarly and emphatically stiled in scripture, 
the Word of God ; and as the way men re- 
ceive words from the mouths of one another 
is by hearing, so the manner by which the 
soul receives internal instruction, reproof, 
&c. from the Holy Spirit, is metaphorically 
called Hearing. Thus faith, which is the 
Gift of God, is said to come by hearing, and 
hearing by tlie Word of God. That is, I 


apprehend, the internal sense itself is open- 
ed in the soul, as well as subjects commu- 
nicated, by the Spirit of Christ. 

3. Hence we see, the divine legation to 
Jews, confined not in the outward written 
Jaw only. Nor were they kept in ignorance 
of inward spiritual religion, or of a future 
state of rewards and punishments. For, 
if so, to what purpose did Moses press the 
considerations of their latter end upon them, 
with so much fervency ? O that they were 
wise, that they understood this, that they 
would consider their latter end! What ma- 
terial consideration should their latter end, 
or time of death, be of, to such as know no 
better but that it would be the period of 
their existence ? or, why should he com- 
mand their attention to the living word of 
faith, Christ in the heart, as well as to the 
written code? He was an eminently inspir- 
ed prophet,, and well knew that salvation is 
by Christ alone; and that his inward spiritu- 
al law is as preferable to the exterior one, as 
the substance isto the shadow. Obedience 
to the outward temporary law, had outward 
and temporal promises; but obedience to 
the inward spiritual law, hath promises of an 
internal and eternal nature. By the works 
of the first no man could be justified; but by 
the operation of the last, sanctification is 
wrought, and salvationexperienced. Moses 
was a type of Christ, and the temporal law 
with its temporal rewards, atype of the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, and its 
eternal recompence. 
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“ Do unto others as ye would that others 
should do unto you,” being a compend of 
morality which, ifstrictly observed and obey- 
ed, would put an end to violence and fraud 
throughout the earth—every violation of it, 
in whatever degree, must be an approach 
to those outrages, which have changed 
the garden of Eden into an Aceldama. 


In serious meditation on death, a window 
is sometimes opened into futurity, through 
which the mind vises over all the horrors of 
the tomb. 


Though a mask may conceal a person 


from others, itcannot hile hun from himself. 
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SELECTED FOR THE BEREAN. | 


A MORNING HYMN. 
Arise my soul! with rapture rise! 
And fill’d with love and fear adore 
The awful sovereign of the skies, 
Whose mercy lends me one day more. 


And may this day, indulgent power! 


Not idly pass nor fruitless be, ; 


But may each swiftly flying hour, 
Advance my soul more nigh to thee! 


But can it be? that power divine! 
Whose throne is light’s unbounded blaze; 
While countless worlds and Angels join, 
To swell thy glorious song of praise: 


Will design to lend a favouring ear, 
When I, poor abject mortal, pray ? 

Yes, (bou coopness!) He will hear, 
Nor cast the meanest wretch away ! 


Then let me serve thee all my days: 
And may my zeal with years increase 

For pleasant, Lord! are all thy ways; 
And all thy paths are paths of peace. 
S. S. 


SLEEP. 


What is it that stills the sigh of sorrow, 
And forbids her tears to flow ’?— 

That allows the desolate-hearted to borrow 
A transient relief from wo? 

It is thou, sweet Sleep! O then listen to me 

Be it but in thy dreams, while I sing of thee. 


Could I embody the thoughts which now | 
Pass my soul’s living tablet over, 
No being more lovely and fair than thou, » 
Before mortal eye could hover: 
Not deathly and pale, like a spectre stealing 
On the slumb’rer, whose eyes thy power is 
sealing;— 


But a form full of beauty, of joy, and grace, 
And features with kindness bright, 
Such as Raphael would love to trace; 
A creature of glory and light, 
With a silvery cloud, to chasten each hue 
‘Yoo radiant else, should arise to view. 


With angel eye, and a brow that never 
Had been other than meckly calin; 

And lips which a soft smile seems to sever, 

. Such as shed round a soothing charm; 

With a step more light than zephyr’s sigh, 

Would I paint thee, in loveliness passing by. 


—- 


| 
Such could I fancy thee, roving far | 


Beneath the pale moon’s glistening beam; | 


— 


Or the fainter light of heaven‘s fairest star, 
Attended by many a shadowy dream: 
Those purer visions, in merey given 
To slumbering souls, when they dream of 
heaven! 


By an infant’s couch I behold thee sit, 
Its widow’d parent’s earthly treasure ; 


| And over its features, like sunshine, flit 


Bright gleams of half-unconscious pleas 
ure: 


| Smiles of a spifit that knows no fears, 


Such as belong not to after years. 


And then to its parent, disconsolatc-hearted 

But for that cherub, thou turn’st; and lo! 

The undried tear, which perhaps had started 

Before those eye-lids could slumber know, 

Like a dew-drop at morn is exhaled, in the 
union 

Of souls, still mingling in blest communion. 


And last, to the bed of some dying saint, 
I can fancy thee gliding with noiseless 
foot, 
Who, worn out with anguish, andready to 
faint, 
Ere thou drew’st nigh, was patiently 
mute; 
Thou — and straight on his closing 
lids 
Falls a spell, that protracted pain forbids. 


As soon as his eyes soft slumbers seal, 

He forgets all the anguish he felt before; 
And the glory his faded features reveal 

Tell whither his thoughts exulting soar: 
He seems to have cast off his mortal array, 
“ And walks in the light of asunless day.” 


Must he awake upon earth to prove 
The vision but cheated? O! rather say, 
That He, who is goodness, compassion, and 
love, 
Permits him in slumber to pass away; 
And all in that dream he could feel or see, _ 
Is his through a blissful eternity! 4 
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